
Public Realm Uplift

PUBLIC REALM AREAS

Hardscape Landscape Total Hardscape Landscape Total Hardscape Landscape Total

P / 00H 2,800                  521                     3,321                  2,728                  2,027                  4,755                  -72 1,506 1,434
UG / 00- 2,386                  590                     2,976                  4,049                  1,385                  5,434                  1,663 795 2,458

LG 360                     2,423                  2,783                  759                     2,084                  2,843                  399 -339 60

Total sqm 5,546                  3,534                  9,080                  7,536                  5,496                  13,032                Total sqm 1,990 1,962 3,952
Total sqft 59,697                38,040                97,736                81,117                59,158                140,275              Total sqft 21,420 21,119 42,539

The proposal achieves an overall uplift for total public realm area of  43.5%

Note - this figure does not include the public terrace area at Rotunda (12th Floor) 

Area Difference (sqm)Proposed (sqm)Existing (sqm)
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3.3 WALKING ACCESSIBILITY

Existing Baseline

3.3.1 The Site has good pedestrian accessibility, with footways provided along all surrounding roads, which are generally
well-lit, in a reasonable state of repair and with dropped kerbs and tactile paving provided at controlled pedestrian
crossing points.

3.3.2 There are Zebra crossings nearby on Aldersgate Street, Montague Street and London Wall and a signal-controlled
crossing to the south of the Rotunda, south of the intersection with Little Britain. Uncontrolled (informal) crossings
in the area generally have dropped kerbs but not all have tactile paving.

3.3.3 In addition to the at-grade footway network, there is also a network of elevated pedestrian routes (called ‘Highwalk’
routes) in this area, which extend from the Site into the Barbican estate and further east towards Moorgate. There
are a number of locations in the immediate vicinity of the Site where vertical connections are made between street
level and the Highwalk network, as illustrated in Figure 3.3 and Figure 3.4. There are four locations nearby with
passenger lifts, each with an accompanying stair, and three further locations with only stairs. The wider Highwalk
network provides additional vertical connections.

Figure 3.3 Existing Street Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.4 There are also a number of low-level paths extending from London Wall along the eastern side of the Site, past
the remains of the Roman Wall, into the Barbican Estate. Pedestrian access is also possible along the service road
under the Site (see Section 3.8) but pedestrian provision is limited and this route is primarily used for back-of-
house functionality rather than general access.

The service road level can be reached via a stair at the south-east corner of Bastion House and via stairs from
Shaftesbury Place (the access to Ironmongers’ Hall from Aldersgate Street). Pedestrians can also use the spiral
ramp off London Wall at the south-east corner of the Site and the Aldersgate Street ramp but whilst these routes
are step-free, the gradient is c.1:10 and the path width is less than 1.2m in both locations and observations have
indicated minimal use by pedestrians.

3.3.5 Whilst there are good connections to the surrounding street network, the existing buildings are almost entirely
accessed from the podium Highwalk level, with only the Ironmongers’ Hall having a primary street level access
(which is largely concealed from the street). The only doors for the Museum of London building or Bastion House
at street level are fire escapes or maintenance access doors, and there are few windows providing views in, resulting
in a frontage with almost no activation at street level.

3.3.6 The main entrances to Bastion House and the Museum of London building (and associated amenities) are provided
at podium level, with the Museum being signposted from each of the four lift/stair locations highlighted. There is
an additional small reception for Bastion House area at lower ground level, accessed via the stair in the south-east
corner of the Site.

Figure 3.4 Existing Podium (Highwalk) Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.7 Refer to Section 6.8 for details of the Pedestrian Comfort Level (PCL) assessment that has been carried out in
relation to the existing pedestrian conditions in the vicinity of the Site.
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Proposed Walking Accessibility

3.3.12 The reconfiguration of the Rotunda roundabout and other proposed highways changes will result in some changes
to pedestrian footway provision along the streets. London Wall and Aldersgate Street will be largely unaffected
until very close to the location of the roundabout but the new peninsula layout of the Site will result in changes to
the footway connection between the two streets.

3.3.13 The ‘tunnel’ section of the roundabout will be closed to traffic but a largely equivalent pedestrian route will be
retained adjacent to the new Rotunda building, through a pedestrianised space, connecting through the new plaza
in the centre of the Site. A footway will also be maintained around the outer side of the peninsula, connecting the
various pedestrian crossings.

3.3.14 The existing two-stage zebra crossing over the western end of London Wall (see Figure 3.3) will be removed; the
highway changes necessitate the introduction of traffic signals to control the various traffic turning movements
and therefore signal controlled pedestrian crossings will be introduced at each of the resultant intersections. As
illustrated in Figure 3.7, each junction will effectively include three pedestrian crossings, one across each arm of
the junction; these are expected to operate on a dedicated pedestrian stage when vehicle traffic is on a red light,
with the crossings effectively operating as ‘scramble’ crossings allowing pedestrians to follow any desire line within
the crossing area.

Figure 3.7 Proposed Street Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.15 The proposals introduce new areas of public realm in the form of a large central plaza and a new plaza to the front
of Ironmongers’ Hall, and these are linked via new stairs, new lifts and new graded routes to the public realm and
new dedicated Highwalks at podium level.

3.3.16 At podium level, the proposals retain connections to the north-west and along London Wall to the east, but also
introduce a new connection to the north to Mountjoy House (see Figure 3.8)– a link that was originally planned as
part of the Highwalk network and never completed. This will improve permeability and route-choice for pedestrians
traveling into and out of the Barbican Estate.

3.3.17 One of the three existing footbridges from the Museum to the south of the street will be replaced, allowing
pedestrians to cross London Wall at Highwalk level and use the retained lift and stairs at One London Wall to reach
street level.

Figure 3.8 Proposed Podium (Highwalk) Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.18 The two bridges from across the Rotunda to 200 Aldersgate and One London Wall are not compatible with the
proposed development and are not being retained. These were provided primarily as access routes into the
Museum and are therefore somewhat redundant with the closure of the Museum. Whilst it is accepted that the
bridges (and associated lifts and stairs) also provide a useful means for pedestrians ‘passing through’ to cross the
busy streets, the proposals will provide a number of alternative routes to street level and new signal-controlled
crossings to ensure an easy and safe crossing. Grade-separation of pedestrian crossings is generally not seen as
ideal route to activation of the street and rarely promotes a safe and inclusive environment for pedestrians.

3.3.19 The proposals also introduce new ramped routes, lifts and stairs between street level and podium level at several
locations, including within the central plaza, adjacent to New Bastion house, and in the plaza at the front of
Ironmongers’ Hall.

3.3.20 Refer to Section 6.8 for details of the Pedestrian Comfort Level (PCL) assessment that has been carried out in
relation to the proposed pedestrian conditions in the vicinity of the Site.

Existing (left) and Proposed (right) Street level access and circulation

Existing Proposed

Access and Circulation
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Proposed Walking Accessibility

3.3.12 The reconfiguration of the Rotunda roundabout and other proposed highways changes will result in some changes
to pedestrian footway provision along the streets. London Wall and Aldersgate Street will be largely unaffected
until very close to the location of the roundabout but the new peninsula layout of the Site will result in changes to
the footway connection between the two streets.

3.3.13 The ‘tunnel’ section of the roundabout will be closed to traffic but a largely equivalent pedestrian route will be
retained adjacent to the new Rotunda building, through a pedestrianised space, connecting through the new plaza
in the centre of the Site. A footway will also be maintained around the outer side of the peninsula, connecting the
various pedestrian crossings.

3.3.14 The existing two-stage zebra crossing over the western end of London Wall (see Figure 3.3) will be removed; the
highway changes necessitate the introduction of traffic signals to control the various traffic turning movements
and therefore signal controlled pedestrian crossings will be introduced at each of the resultant intersections. As
illustrated in Figure 3.7, each junction will effectively include three pedestrian crossings, one across each arm of
the junction; these are expected to operate on a dedicated pedestrian stage when vehicle traffic is on a red light,
with the crossings effectively operating as ‘scramble’ crossings allowing pedestrians to follow any desire line within
the crossing area.

Figure 3.7 Proposed Street Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.15 The proposals introduce new areas of public realm in the form of a large central plaza and a new plaza to the front
of Ironmongers’ Hall, and these are linked via new stairs, new lifts and new graded routes to the public realm and
new dedicated Highwalks at podium level.

3.3.16 At podium level, the proposals retain connections to the north-west and along London Wall to the east, but also
introduce a new connection to the north to Mountjoy House (see Figure 3.8)– a link that was originally planned as
part of the Highwalk network and never completed. This will improve permeability and route-choice for pedestrians
traveling into and out of the Barbican Estate.

3.3.17 One of the three existing footbridges from the Museum to the south of the street will be replaced, allowing
pedestrians to cross London Wall at Highwalk level and use the retained lift and stairs at One London Wall to reach
street level.

Figure 3.8 Proposed Podium (Highwalk) Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.18 The two bridges from across the Rotunda to 200 Aldersgate and One London Wall are not compatible with the
proposed development and are not being retained. These were provided primarily as access routes into the
Museum and are therefore somewhat redundant with the closure of the Museum. Whilst it is accepted that the
bridges (and associated lifts and stairs) also provide a useful means for pedestrians ‘passing through’ to cross the
busy streets, the proposals will provide a number of alternative routes to street level and new signal-controlled
crossings to ensure an easy and safe crossing. Grade-separation of pedestrian crossings is generally not seen as
ideal route to activation of the street and rarely promotes a safe and inclusive environment for pedestrians.

3.3.19 The proposals also introduce new ramped routes, lifts and stairs between street level and podium level at several
locations, including within the central plaza, adjacent to New Bastion house, and in the plaza at the front of
Ironmongers’ Hall.

3.3.20 Refer to Section 6.8 for details of the Pedestrian Comfort Level (PCL) assessment that has been carried out in
relation to the proposed pedestrian conditions in the vicinity of the Site.
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3.3 WALKING ACCESSIBILITY

Existing Baseline

3.3.1 The Site has good pedestrian accessibility, with footways provided along all surrounding roads, which are generally
well-lit, in a reasonable state of repair and with dropped kerbs and tactile paving provided at controlled pedestrian
crossing points.

3.3.2 There are Zebra crossings nearby on Aldersgate Street, Montague Street and London Wall and a signal-controlled
crossing to the south of the Rotunda, south of the intersection with Little Britain. Uncontrolled (informal) crossings
in the area generally have dropped kerbs but not all have tactile paving.

3.3.3 In addition to the at-grade footway network, there is also a network of elevated pedestrian routes (called ‘Highwalk’
routes) in this area, which extend from the Site into the Barbican estate and further east towards Moorgate. There
are a number of locations in the immediate vicinity of the Site where vertical connections are made between street
level and the Highwalk network, as illustrated in Figure 3.3 and Figure 3.4. There are four locations nearby with
passenger lifts, each with an accompanying stair, and three further locations with only stairs. The wider Highwalk
network provides additional vertical connections.

Figure 3.3 Existing Street Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.4 There are also a number of low-level paths extending from London Wall along the eastern side of the Site, past
the remains of the Roman Wall, into the Barbican Estate. Pedestrian access is also possible along the service road
under the Site (see Section 3.8) but pedestrian provision is limited and this route is primarily used for back-of-
house functionality rather than general access.

The service road level can be reached via a stair at the south-east corner of Bastion House and via stairs from
Shaftesbury Place (the access to Ironmongers’ Hall from Aldersgate Street). Pedestrians can also use the spiral
ramp off London Wall at the south-east corner of the Site and the Aldersgate Street ramp but whilst these routes
are step-free, the gradient is c.1:10 and the path width is less than 1.2m in both locations and observations have
indicated minimal use by pedestrians.

3.3.5 Whilst there are good connections to the surrounding street network, the existing buildings are almost entirely
accessed from the podium Highwalk level, with only the Ironmongers’ Hall having a primary street level access
(which is largely concealed from the street). The only doors for the Museum of London building or Bastion House
at street level are fire escapes or maintenance access doors, and there are few windows providing views in, resulting
in a frontage with almost no activation at street level.

3.3.6 The main entrances to Bastion House and the Museum of London building (and associated amenities) are provided
at podium level, with the Museum being signposted from each of the four lift/stair locations highlighted. There is
an additional small reception for Bastion House area at lower ground level, accessed via the stair in the south-east
corner of the Site.

Figure 3.4 Existing Podium (Highwalk) Level Pedestrian Connections

3.3.7 Refer to Section 6.8 for details of the Pedestrian Comfort Level (PCL) assessment that has been carried out in
relation to the existing pedestrian conditions in the vicinity of the Site.

Existing (left) and Proposed (right) Highwalk level access and circulation
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